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1 the nizht of 15 or 1€ ipril 1vk9, fire broike out =t the lek Pharmaceutical
md Research slant on Celovska Street, Lguol,}ang ', in the soction used for
drying dryg compounds. Fire dama;es have oeen Lstim.,ted ‘at 500,U0 dinars,
but it is likely trat the total luss far cxcceds this amount bec.auee of the
Gifficulty in re.locing 60 pounds of gruz coapounds used in the preduction
of bellaluml, codeine and astmofilin.  Ap.arently, the nizht watchman,
Iven l'avlovic, an ardent Commmunist and relatively new em.loyee, nerlected
o burn 0. two of the three electric heaters in this secticn, but instead
shut off the ventilator at 220C hours., Firce broke out about half an hour
later, Three companics of the Ljubljana fire brizade manared to stop it
fron spreading to the plant warehocuse vhere four pounds of sther and = larze
cusAtity of gasoline were stored.

2. Fifteen ULB opcratives tnd a detachient of armed nilitia promptly arrived
on the geene, raviovie, Hemrik Repic, the plamt. dircetor, ira Lahovnik,
plant tracde union chi2f. and Janko lotar, day-time guard, were held for an
Javerrogation whien lagted until thc fellowin; afberncen. 11 werc then
relsasea with the oxeepilon of lavlovie, whe wes taken to the UDB Jentral
rrison in Ljubljan:.
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5. Low wages and hazardcus working conditions at tie Lek planL in len:ee have
| made it diffieult for the plant to Xeep skilled - worlers. ., shorta, -e of stone

magbhs anr ovher workers has delayed completion of a new building for the

i aanafacture of othor. b the scme time, Lek is uneble to finance further

R " work on tids buildin. bocause of its dedt to the Yujoslav Hatiomuwl Dink of
2,500,040 dinars, which were borroved for purcheces of importec raw noterial.

4s o leanwhile, Ur. ilnelm foch, techniczl direetor of the .lenjics ylantkls
eontinuin; his res zateh m on extracts, primarily, bellaaonna, O dun, and
"filicie maris”. dece , he ordercu the plant to sbart using bluck rye
hnorns (sic) in the p» cc.uction of rye extract. apart frou his work at lek,
Hoch is praectlsing medicine in neardby villejes nu &mf; allc sedly won the
ms‘»ct of the .Loml ¢isizenry.
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